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CLAIMS 

1. A method 6f routing a message, conveyed in stream through a point-to-point 
connection to a load-balancing element, to one of a plurality of available processing 
systems each connected to the load-balancing element by separate point-to-point 
connections, comprising at the load-balandng element 
extracting the message from the stream; 

detecting in the extracted message the presence of an Identifier identifying 
one of the available processing systems; 

and where the presence of the Identifier is detected, fbnwarding the message 
to the processing system Identified thereby via the appropriate connection; 

otherwise determining a destination processing system for processing the 
nnessaQe i 

inserting into the message an identifier identifying the detennined destination 

processing system; and 

foiwarding the message to the processing system via the appropriate 

connection. 

2. A method according to claim 1 . wherein each message further Includes a message 
identifier fbr identifying related messages, the method further comprising maintaining 
a database of message identtfiere for which no destination identlflers was detected 
along with informatton indicating to which of the available processing systems each 
message was fbnwarded to. 

3. A method accoixiing to claim 2. further comprising, where a message is received 
without a destination identifier, searching the database for a related message 
identifier and, where found, forwarding the message to the processing system 
identified therein. 

4. A method accortiing to any previous claim, further comprising removing entries in 
the database after a predetemnined amount of time. 
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5 A method according to any p-evlous clafm. wherein the point-to-point connection is 
a transport control protocol (TCP) connectton. and wher«ln the message is a session 
inltiatton protocol (SIP) message. 

6. A method accortling to any previous claim, wherein the step of inserting farmer 
cxjmprises Inserting the destination Identifier into an extension header of a SIP 
message. 

7 A load-balancing element for mirtlng a message conveyed in a stream through a 
point-to-point connection to one of a plurality of avaHable processing ^^-^^^ 
connected to the load-balancIng element t,y separate polnt-to^^omt conneCons. 
comprising at the load-l)aIancing element 

a message processor for extracting the message from the stream; 

a message analyzer for detecting in the received message the presence of an 
identlfieridentifyingoneoftheavailableprocessingsystems:and 

a message fon.a,der for fomarding the message to the processing system 
identified thereby via the appropriate connection. 

8 A load-balancing element according to daim 7. further comprising, for when the 
' '--Z'tZ'tr:::^^ system for 

"^11:^'^:: for i^erting into the message a des«on iden««er 

" 9 Aload-balandng*memacco*g»o,a...7o,8.»h.mlneachme»a9.n^^ 
indudes a nessage St idertifying ^ n««9». 3nd WW 

^ wa. detecW * ^""a*- °' 
30 avfailaweptooeaalng system. ea*™Mag.««fb<wari<ri to. 

,0 A ^nant acaorting to dalm 7, 8 or 9, furtha, composing ^ 

a massaga is «»l»ad withoul a dastlnalta MentHlar. mean, to search^ the 
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database for a related message Wentffler and for Identlfyfng to which processing 
system the message should be fonwarded. 

11. A load-balancing element according to any of claims 7 to 10. adapted for use 
5 where each point-to-point connection is a transport control protocol (TCP) 

connection, and wherein the message is a session initiation protocol (SIP) message. 

12. A ioad-baiancing element according to any of claims 7 to 11. wherein the 
message processor is adapted for Inserting the destination Wentffler Into an 

10 extension header of a SIP message. 

13. A session Initiation protocol (SIP) network comprising elemente according to any 
of claims 7 to 12. 

15 14. A session initiation protocol (SIP) network operating in accordance with the 
method of any of dalms 1 to.6. 



